ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED CFC QUESTIONS
Why Do People Give Through the CFC?
· They have received help from a charity supported through the CFC.
· They know someone who has been helped.
· They want to help others.
· CFC is a convenient way to make a charitable contribution.
· Their activity supports the CFC.
· They feel good knowing their contribution will make a difference.
Why Don’t People Give Through the CFC?
· They weren’t asked to.
· They dislike an agency listed in the Charity List.
· They feel pressured.
· They can’t afford it.
Why Should You Give Through the CFC?
· Because each charity has been screened by a committee of Federal employees, ensuring its legitimacy.
· Charities can count on gifts given through the CFC.  They are notified early in the year of what their revenue will be from CFC and can plan their programs accordingly.
· Payroll deduction is available only through CFC.
· Your gift through CFC has a greater impact, because it is combined with contributions from other Federal employees.
· You will receive recognition from the CFC.
· CFC protects the Federal employee from year-round, in-the-workplace solicitation by charitable agencies.
Why Isn’t My Favorite Charity a Member of the CFC?
All charities listed in this year’s Charity List brochure applied to be part of the CFC, either nationally at the Office of Personnel Management or locally to the Local Federal Coordinating Committee.  All applications are reviewed by a committee of Federal employees for their compliance with the regulations.  In order to be eligible, an agency must meet the following criteria:
· Demonstrate that it is eligible to receive tax-exempt donations under Tax Revenue Code 501(c)(3).
· Provide services that affect human health and welfare.
· Have an active volunteer board of directors.
· Receive an annual audit by an independent CPS if its revenues are $100,000 or more annually.
· Completed an IRS Form 990 report which is available to the public.
· Demonstrate it has substantial presence in our campaign area or in a campaign area that is contiguous to our region.
· If your favorite charity is not listed, it may not have applied or it was turned down for lack of compliance.
Why Should I Support A Campaign That Includes Organizations I Don’t Like?
· CFC does not make any political judgment as to the worth of a charity.  That is up to you.  CFC is a donor choice campaign:  You decide where your money goes.  Choice is the foundation of the CFC.
Who Determines How My Contribution Will Be Used?
· THE DONOR DOES!  By designating a gift to a charity(ies) you ensure only that agency will receive the money.


How Do I Know That My Money Really Gets To The Agency I Designate?
· All designations are honored by regulation and each year the administrative agency (PCFO) undergoes two separate audits – a financial audit is conducted by an independent accounting firm and a compliance audit is conducted by the LFCC.  Both audits include a review of designations to be sure they have been honored.  Additionally, if you complete the “Release of Name” section on the pledge form, your name will be forwarded to the charity(ies) you designate.  They will generally write to you acknowledging your pledge.

What If I Don’t Designate?
· Undesignated funds are distributed in the same proportion that agencies received designations.  Consequently, charities that did not receive any designations in this campaign area will not receive any undesignated money either, which means they receive nothing from this campaign.  Because undesignated funds do mirror designations made by Federal employees, it is possible that your contribution, if undesignated, would go to support causes with which you disagree.  To be sure that your money supports only those agencies that complement your views, we strongly encourage you to designate your contribution.

What If I Can’t Afford To Give Right Now?
· You don’t have to.  Pledge your gift through payroll deduction and spread small payments throughout the year.  Deductions don’t begin until January 2017.

Is a Contribution Tax Deductible?
· YES!  100% of a contribution to any CFC charity is tax deductible when an individual itemizes.  Check with your financial advisor or accounted to get the details.

What If I Know I Will Not Be In My Job For An Entire Year?
· You can give through payroll deduction if you know you will be in your job for at least three months.  You can also give through cash or a personal check.

What If I Transfer To Another Area?
· If you transfer, the payroll deduction authorization you give here will follow you.

Why Should I Contribute When I Don’t Use The Services Of Any Of The Charities?
· You most likely have had contact with at least one CFC charity.  From swimming lessons at the “Y” to Red Cross CPR to cheering on the U.S. Olympic Team to shopping at Goodwill retails stores.  Your father may have had heart disease, a brother may have had a child with hearing loss, or your relatives may have been in one of the floods, fires, or hurricanes which have struck our country in recent years.
· Even if we have no direct involvement with a CFC charity, each of us benefits from living in a community and a country that cares for those in need.  Moreover, experience and recent events teach us that we each may be just one step away from needing the help of a CFC charity.

What Does The Percentage Listed With Each Charity Mean?
· The number you see represents the fundraising and administrative costs for that charity.  It includes the CFC campaign cost, which is often times much lower than the general fundraising cost of the charity, thus reducing the overall fundraising cost for the agency.  It is important to remember that, in most cases, a well managed charity must spend some part of its money on overhead.



